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1:1 From Paul, an apostle, not from men nor through a man ./' through Jesus Christ
and God the Father, who raised him up from the dead ones, 2 and all the brothers
7-'0,"  1('0*2, to the churches of Galatia:® 3 grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, 4 the one who gave himself for the sake of our sins, so
that he himself might set us free from the present evil age according to the will of our
God and Father, 5 to whom is glory forever. Amen.

4/"5)%, *

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly abandoning your loyalty to the one who called
you by the grace of Christ for another gospel, 7 which is not another gospel, except that
some exist who are throwing you into confusion and desiring to pervert the gospel of
Christ. 8 6/' even if we ourselves or an angel from heaven preach a gospel to you
contrary to that which we preached to you, let him be 7/"%,8. 9 As we have said before
even now I am saying again, if anyone is preaching a gospel to you contrary to that
which you received, let him be 7/"%,8.

10 For am I now persuading 2,$ or God? Or am I seeking to please 2,$ ? If I were still
pleasing 2,$ , then I would not be #*.)$8%,"9#$"*):*;0"(%" .

10,*<"(-($*):*4#/&=%*>5)%'&,%0(5*

11 For I am telling you, brothers, that the gospel which was preached by me is not of
man’s origin; 12 for I myself neither received it from man nor was taught it, ./' |
received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.

13 For you heard of my former way of life in Judaism, how I was excessively
persecuting the church of God and attempting to destroy it, 14 and I was advancing in
Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my nation, being exceedingly zealous of
my ancestral traditions. 15 But when God, who set me aside from my mother’s womb
and called me through his grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me, so that I might
preach him to the nations, I did not then submit it to other people for judgment 17 and
did not go to Jerusalem to those who were already apostles, but I went into Arabia and
then returned again to Damascus.

! Words initalics were implied in the original Greek, wordshnld were emphasized.



18 Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas, and I
stayed with him fifteen days, 19 but I did not see the other apostles except James, the
brother of the Lord. 20 (And the words I am writing to you: I swear before God that I
am not lying.) 21 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia, 22 and I remained
unknown by sight to the churches of Judea who are in Christ. 23 And they kept hearing
only one thing, “The one formerly persecuting us now preaches the gospel of faith which
he was formerly attempting to destroy.” 24 And they kept glorifying God because of
me.

10, *>77,5'4$7, ¥):* 4#/&=%5)%'&, %0 (5

2:1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus
along, too. 21 went up in accordance with a revelation, and I myself explained
privately to the leaders the gospel that I am preaching to the nations in order to make
sure I was not running or had not run without purpose. 3 But not even Titus, a Greek,
who was with me was compelled to be circumcised. 4 This attempted compulsion occurred
because of the false brothers who joined us using false pretenses—they snuck in to spy
out the freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might enslave us— 5 to whom
we did not yield in subjection for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might
continue with you. 6 And from the important leaders—what kind of leaders they were
at that time makes no difference to me; God shows no favoritism to man—these leaders
submitted $)'0($- ")*2, forjudgment. 7 Instead, having seen that I had been
entrusted with the gospel of the Gentiles just as Peter had been of the Jews (8 for the one
who worked in Peter as an apostle to the Jews also worked in 2, as an apostle to the
nations) 9 and having perceived the grace given to me, James, Cephas, and John, the
leaders who were the pillars, gave ')*2, and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, so
that we might preach to the nations, and they to the Jews. 10 They asked only that we
might remember the poor, and I was eager to do the same thing.

| 0,* 2$:8/1,$7, B+ MH&=95)%'&,%0(5

11 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he had been
wrong. 12 For he was eating with Gentiles before the coming of some men from James;
but when they came he began withdrawing and excluding himself, being fearful of the
Jews. 13 And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically with him, so that even Barnabas
was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not living right
according to the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of everyone, “If you, a Jew,
are being like Gentiles and not living like Jews, how are you compelling the Gentiles to
live like Jews?”



15 @, are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16 but perceiving that a person is not
declared righteous by works of law but through faith in Jesus Christ, we also believed
in Jesus Christ, so that we might be declared righteous by faith in Christ and not by
works of law, because no one will be declared righteous by works of law. 17 But if,
while seeking to be declared righteous in Christ, we were also found to be sinners, is
Christ a servant of sin? May it never be! 18 For if I am rebuilding the things which I
destroyed, I am proving myself a "#$%-",%%)." 19 For I myself died to the law through
the law, so that I might live to God. I have been crucified 1('0*;0"(%" ; 20 so I myself am
no longer living, but Christ is living in me; and that which I am now living in the body,
I am living by means of faith to him, the Son of God who loved me and gave himself for
me. 21 I am not regarding the grace of God as invalid; for if righteousness is through
the law, then Christ died without purpose.

A% G(TH#()$* B*CH(0*($*A,%/%*>8&)$,

3:1 Oh foolish Galatians! Who deceived B)/ , before whose eyes Jesus Christ was
vividly described as having been crucified? 2 I desire to learn )$&B*)$,*0($- from you:
Did you receive the Spirit .B*1)"D%*):*'0,*&#1 or by the hearing of faith? 3 Are you so
foolish? After beginning by the Spirit, are you now being completed by the flesh? 4
Did you suffer %)*2/70 to no avail? (That is, if it really was to no avail.) 5 So, is the one
who is giving the Spirit to you and working miracles among you doing so by works of
the law or by the hearing of faith?

6 In the same way, Abraham “trusted God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.” 7 So then, understand that people of faith are the sons of Abraham. 8
And the Scripture, having foreseen that God would declare the nations righteous .B*
#('0, preached the gospel in advance to Abraham saying, “All the nations will be
blessed in you,” 9 so that people of faith are blessed together with Abraham who had
faith.

E)* A/%'(:(7T# ()$*($*0,*F#1 *

10 So as many as are righteous by works of law, they are under a curse, for it has been
written, “Cursed is everyone who is not continuing in everything which has been
written in the book of the law, to do them.” 11 And it is obvious that no one has been
declared righteous ($*'0,*&#1 in the sight of God, because “The righteous will live by
faith;” 12 and the law is not of faith, ./' “the one who has done” them “will live
because of them.” 13 Christ redeemed /% from the curse of the law, having become a
curse on our behalf, because it has been written, “Cursed is everyone hanging upon a
cross,” 14 so that the blessing of Abraham might come ')*'0, $#'()$% in Christ Jesus, so
that we might receive '0,*5")2(%,*):*0,  G5("(' through faith.



15 Brothers, let me give a human example: No one invalidates or adds to a man’s last
will and testament after it has been validated. 16 Now the promises were spoken ')*
>"#0#2 and to his descendant. He does not say “and to descendants,” referring to
many, but “and to your descendant” referring to one, who is Christ. 17 This is what I'm
saying: The law, which came to exist 430 years later, did not invalidate '0,*7)9,$#$'H*
10(70*0#8*.,,$*9#&(8#',8*5",9()/%&B*.B*+)8H resulting in the invalidation of the
promise. 18 For if the inheritance is by law, then it is not by promise; God has
graciously given it ')*>."#0#2*'0")/-0*'0,*5")2(% e

10,*1,8,25'(9,*4/"5)%,*):*'0,*F#1 *

19 Then why was the law given? It was added :)"*'0,*%#D, ):*"#$%-",%%/()$%auntil the
time when the descendant might come to whom he had been promised, arranged
through angels by the hand of a mediator. 20 And the mediator is not for one party
alone, but God is one. 21 Therefore is the law in opposition to the promises of God?
May it never be! For if a law was given which is able to give life, then righteousness
would certainly have been .B*&#1; 22 ./* the Scripture imprisoned everyone under sin,
so the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who are trusting. 23 And
before the coming of faith we were being guarded under law, being imprisoned with
respect to the faith about to be revealed, 24 so that the law became our child-guardian
until Christ, so that we might be declared righteous by faith; 25 but now that faith has
come, we are $)*&)$-,"*/$8,"*'0,*70(&8 J/#"8(#$ .

G)$98):+)8*6B*CH('0*2$*A, %/%

26 For you are #&&*%)$%*):*+)By faith in Christ Jesus; 27 for as many of you as were
baptized into Christ allowed yourself to be clothed with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for B)/ are all
one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if B)/ are of Christ, then you are '0,* 8,%7,$8#$' 99:*
>"#0#2 , heirs according to the promise.

4:1 Now here’s what I am saying: As long as the heir is #*2($)" , he is no different from a
slave. He is owner of everything, 2 ./' he is /$8,"*-/#"8(#$% and house managers
until the father’s appointed day. 3 And we likewise, when we were minors, were
enslaved under basic, spiritual elements. 4 But when the fullness of time came, God
sent out his Son, born from a woman and under the law, 5 so that he might redeem
those under the law, so that we might receive adoption. 6 And because you are sons,
God sent out the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, who is calling, “Abba! Father!” 7
Therefore you are no longer a slave, ./' a son; and if a son, then you are an heir through
God.

8 6/' at that time, when you did not know God, you served those who by nature were
not gods; 9 but now, having known God (or rather, having been known by God), how



can you turn back to the weak and poor elements, desiring to serve them #-#($? 10 K)/
are observing 8#B%months, seasons, and years. 11 ?fear for you, that perhaps I have
struggled for you to no avail.

AH]8=%," %) $H&*>55 H&

12 I am pleading with you, brothers, become like me, because I also became as you. You
did nothing wrong to me; 13 and you know that I preached the gospel to you the first
time because of a debilitating illness of the flesh, 14 and you did not treat your trial
because of my flesh with contempt or disdain it, but you welcomed me as a messenger
of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 Where now is your state of blessedness? For I testify to you
that if possible you would have torn out your eyes and given them to me. 16 So have I
become your enemy by telling the truth to you? 17 They are very committed to you, not
in a commendable manner, ./ they are desiring to exclude you, so that you might be
very committed to them; 18 and it is good to always be committed to in a good manner
and not only when I am present with you. 19 My children, I am again experiencing
birth pangs :)"*B)/ until Christ is formed in you; 20 and I want to be with you now and
change my tone, because ?am uncertain about you.

10,*2$',"5"'"#'()$*) *LH-#"*#$8*GH"'#O  *

21 Tell me, you who desire to be /$8,"*'0,*&#1 , are you not listening to '0,*&#1? 22 For
it has been written that Abraham had '1)*%)$%, one by the slave girl and one by the free
woman. 23 6/' the son by the slave girl was born #77)"8($-*)*0,*:&,%0 , and the son by
the free woman was born through the promise. 24 All this is being symbolized; for they
represent two covenants, one from Mt. Sinai, bearing children into slavery, who is
Hagar. 25 And Hagar is M'N*G($#{n Arabia and corresponds to the current Jerusalem,
for she is enslaved with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem from above is the :",,*

I"#$% , who is our mother; 27 for it has been written,

“Rejoice infertile woman, you who are not giving birth,
let loose and shout, you who are not having labor pains;
because many will be the children of the desolate,

more than she who has the husband.”

28 And B)/ , brothers, are '0,*70(&8",$*):*5")2(%,*O/%"*#%*?%##X9 And just as the son
who was born according to flesh was persecuting the son who was born according to
spirit then, so it is even now. 30 6/' what does the Scripture say? “Throw the slave girl
and her son out! For the son of the slave girl will never, ever inherit with the son” of
the free woman! 31 Therefore, brothers, we are not children of the slave girl ./' of the
free.



C",,8)2%:")2*F,#&(Y 2 HSS*F(., " ($(%2  *

5:1 Christ set us free :)"*:",,8)2 ; therefore, continue in freedom, and do not be subjected
Y#*B)D,*):*%&#9,"Bagain. 2 Listen! I, Paul, am telling you that if you are circumcised,
Christ will be of no benefit )*B)/ . 3 I testify again to each one who receives
circumcision: He is obligated to keep the whole law. 4 Those of you who are
attempting to be declared righteous by law were released from Christ; you fell :")2*
-"#7, . 5 For we ourselves through the Spirit, by faith, are eagerly awaiting '0,*0)5,*):*
"(-0",)/%%$,%% . 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means
anything, ./' faith working through love.

7 You were running well. Who prevented you from obeying '0,*"/'0 ? 8 This
persuasion is not from the one calling you. 9 A small amount of leaven leavens the
whole batch of dough. 10 I myself have confidence about you in the Lord, that you will
think ($*$)*)'0,"*1#B ; but the one throwing you into confusion will bear judgment,
whoever he is. 11 But I, brothers, if I am still preaching 7("7/27(%()$, then the offense
of the cross has been removed; so why am I still being persecuted? 12 How I wish
those who are troubling you would also cut themselves off!

13 For B)/ were called )*:",,8)2 , brothers; only do not convert your freedom into a
convenient set of circumstances for the flesh, ./' serve one another '0")/-0*&)9, . 14
For the whole law has been summarized ($*)$,*%'#',2,$' : “Love your neighbor as
yourself.” 15 But if you are biting and devouring )$,*#$)'0," , watch out that you are
not destroyed .B*)$,*#3$)'0,"

@#&D($-*.B*0,*G5("("**

16 But I say walk .B*'0,*G5("(' , and you will definitely not satisfy '0,*8,%(",*):*'0,*
:&,%0 17 For the flesh desires against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for
these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do what you desire. 18 But
if you are led .B*'0,*G5("(' , you are not under law. 19 And the works of the flesh are
)-90/% : sexual immorality, impurity, licentiousness, 20 idolatry, magic, hatred,
quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of rage, selfish ambitions, dissensions, divisions, 21
envy, drunkenness, uncontrollable partying, and the like, of which I am warning you—
just as I warned you before —that the ones doing these things will not inherit '0,*
D($-8)2*):*+)8 . 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control; there is no law #-#($%"9/70&'()*.
24 And those belonging to Christ Jesus crucified '0,*:&,%0 with its lusts and cravings.
25 If we are living by the Spirit, let us live in conformity to the G5("('=%tandard. 26 Let
us not become conceited, provoking and envying one another.



1,9o)"#()$ *

6:1 Brothers, if a man is discovered in any sin, you who are spiritual restore such a one
in a spirit of gentleness, watching out for yourself so that you yourself are not also
tempted. 2 Bear '0,*./"8,$%*):*)$,*#%$)'0," , and in this way you will fulfill the law of
Christ. 3 For if someone, being $)'0($- , is thinking himself to be something, he is
deceiving himself. 4 But let every one test 0(%*)1$*1)"D , and then he will have the
right to boast only in himself and not in the other. 5 For every one will bear his own
burden. 6 And let the one being taught the word share in all good things with the one
teaching.

10,*4"($7(5&,%):*G) L($-*#$8* #5($-  *

7 Do not be deceived: God is not to be treated with contempt. For whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap; 8 because he who sows to his flesh will reap destruction
:")2*'0,*:&,%0 , but he who sows to the Spirit will reap eternal life :")2*'0,*G5("(" . 9
But let us not be discouraged 10(&,*8)($-*-))8*8,,8% , for we will reap ($*8/,*%,#%)$ if
we do not give up. 10 Now therefore while we are in this season, let us do good to
everyone, and especially to the homes of faith.

)$7&/%()$ *

11 See what large letters I have written to you with my hand. 12 As many as want to
make a good impression in the flesh, these are compelling you to be circumcised, so that
they might not be persecuted .,7#/%,*):*'0,*7")%%*):*;0"(%" . 13 For even those who are
circumcised are not observing '0,*&#1*'0,2%,&9,%H*./"*they want you to be
circumcised, so that they might boast ($*B)/"*:&,%0. 14 But may it never come to be that
I would boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has
been crucified ')*2, and I to the world. 15 For neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
are anything, ./' being a new creation is important.

16 And may peace be upon as many as will conform ')*'0(%*%'#$8#"8 and may mercy
also be upon the Israel of God. 17 From now on let no one cause me troubles! For I
myself bear the brand of Jesus on my body. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be
with your spirit, brothers. Amen!

*
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northern section of land. The second view is that he used it in a Roman provincial

sense, thus referring to those people living in the major cities in the southern portion of
"#$%&'()*+#,$Here are numerous arguments for both views, but neither is absolutely
conclusive. For centuries the majority of scholars held to the northern view; this

changed in the late 1800’s when W. M. Ramsay completed comprehensive research that

laid a strong archeological foundation for the southern view.? !"#$%&'()%&($*%0#+%&*%
"#$%&'()$*)+,-$."%+)-"/0)-0.1)'$)'-0)+$2'-0%3)/&0453

To list all the arguments for both views is beyond the scope of this document, but here

are three compelling considerations for the sou!"#$%view. First, it is certain that Paul
visited the southern section of the province of Galatia during his first missionary

journey and passed through the cities of Antioch in Pisidia, Iconium, and Lystra (Ac 13-
I"#$%&'%&(%)*'%+)*,)%&-%./%0&(&NIHESHE " &#($&') *#(+&&,$!) -.&/012.80&3)40'&!"#"5%".&
typically used Roman designations for locations. Third and most compelling, there is

no mention of the decision made at the Jerusalem council (Ac 15), a decision that would
have conclusively decided the letter's main issue. Most likely Paul did not mention this
"#$%S&'()"#+%"(,"(-.&"(/,"(0"/1".()"1&."(/," (#&+"#$0(2"/3((4%(5*+0(,*|(&'06(7$%$/"I(/,"(
"#$%&'()*+$+&!), +")$") $%&)* "#(*+-.)/0#-)*"#-1)" (-2) %03&) %01)$%&) ! "#$%&' ()| &*$+"()+()
I"#$%

2 Bruce, 1.
3 Bruce, 8.
4 Boice, 416.
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"#$%&'%()*+,!-? and so he wrote the churches to correct this situation.

10,2, *

Paul wrote to reestablish that salvation is a grace from God through faith in Jesus, and it
alone is the foundation of the Christian life and conduct.”

</&$, *
Paul opened his letter with a short introduction.

1. Greetings and Purpose —II"#$%&'(()(*%+,-%'("*(-%" *%b)+(.%&"|(HH1$Y6& 'S () * %!
IHHSY6& () (& +,$" " &IOIL" 0" 2HEH(IH&H("3&(I. &IAI2.52" &H#("&65-,"1&T8I8 -I"#$

"H$968'S()"

2. I"HS%&'()$*+S,-./01$23*14/#1 " 3S-1"HSY"&&' () *06)+") Yo+ Yo+ "+ (" H Y& %o
I"HSYOHE () *%+#, '%-). #)1),010&1%#2)#.)30$*$4) 24%)., #/)/124)125)%+02)6110)%-+,00)
I"HHSY8HBE (Yo&) YoUo*"+ (H:BHB.
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I"H$Y6896™ &"(()*$5) &YbH+E&"* +$-) +V6#*& H$Y%,/$&O" 1#H2 BEHRME ()% ()" &(%0 ' +&, ("&(
I'HS%&" ()*+,$"+-$./5, 505+ $)*1$2) $&*,) 2$) +-$34$4'5531#)* % $6 789 #$
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I"HY"HSY68 &SI (B)HIB(+ &HS-. &S~ &/&SI0$-. &$*&-&1 HEY08I6' ($Y0) -+ YoH+,-+8&(%$.+Vo*+
I"HSHU& ()" — I"HBISY&!" (%6()"$%0) $%0*+$"+,%$'+-Vo() S 461 1

I"#$9%6&' ()*"+,$)-(.'-$)"/*-01$*23"-((45,"$%(.'6/)*$7$8"*$0%69"

5. I"HSY&Y' ($%6)*+,-+.(Y%$/+ %o +OH H+UDPEAHE, (%" VoRISV& %0() | $*#&+$%* &%, &- %6, 1%
I"H$96" &' ($)"S(%08*+($)+%, (- $%/%*"$%08&(1" (23(/"%$) (Y& (4+.'("H#O&+5('0($)+%, (
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I"H$06" 8 ()&*+1)-$+" "/)I"01"1"23+'3'432'56789  -I"HS$

7. VHSVHEH (S, (JOHS/1$) " #S234$$ —1"HSY%" & " (&)HH+,-&. +/&-HSO1&2# &3+ 456 &

I HE 1VOHE! (HH) (5, "1, ) S ORL 00 24" 143 1 (5#,*] Yo" I#4*$ SHE6 78T HS
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"'#$%&' (1%#)*+, ) #1-#-+.8&%/+%/#+0")1%&! (1+%'+2#%32(+%'+431%& " &$!%& ' (+5*+"1 &%/ +& (4
I"H$HY%& ()" Yor+,-I"#$
10. I"H#S%&H() (#*+,85,-5. 44 ($*&0SL*(*"$ —I"H$%&' (H&)*%o(+%,-.%/"-)%(,+#0,(1%, "%
"#3%&' (") %* " $% &' $%&(()*"$%#+"%,-./0)*1%,#0!-%602%3&4&!%&'$%5&! &+%#0%
M"#3%&'()"*'+)*'+"*)-) )% &* /" ("' +"*&$% &*$0*,$!*'+($12+*0).'+*.%*3"& 1 &*45678-
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I"H$%& ()*+"$%(, -./0$1$2"0$3%4'5" +',(/26$7(,'839'083/('983'8"#('7((%'-./0$1$(,' 7"
I"HSY& #()*

11. "H#H#$%&' ("%&')# "#$%&™ () *$+,-. $($%&' —II"#$%E& "#& () %0&*+$,-.-%0/&()%0&.) %% & . )#0&
"#S%&' () #S&+S,#7),- . [$&' S& HIHOI 1#/#S)'($,-%0#1!-'- /[$&'$!"#$&!"#12$.&$3)4,$
M#S%& (1) *+,-*&I)N&-* $#$"."%!*,"*[&INFO*) *-I&LI*'H+*$. +1&* + &S0 (+*2$ 1 1**
"#S1"#$

12. "#$%&' () *(+,-(/%0%+{"#$%& %0 (%) *+,) "#*"'-%(.%"%/0$ *#$%(1"2/34"-/+5"#$%&"
"#$%&'()%*+%$,-%./010$%'23%1-#$1'02%$,-%3-#01-#%45%$, -0 H$5(-#,%6789:

13. Restoration — Paul gave one concrete example of walking by the Spirit by
explaining how the church should restore those who are discovered to be living
in sin (6:1-6).

14. The Principle of Sowing and Reaping — Paul explained that restoration is
important because of the principle of sowing and reaping (6:7-10).

Finally, Paul concluded his letter, though he used it to make one last point about
justification.

15. Conclusion — Paul blessed his readers with peace and grace, but he also
contrasted the motivations of his detractors with his own motivation, which was
for his readers to be new creations through faith alone in Jesus (6:11-18).
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